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for dog body cameras at a time when
their deputy wages are struggling to
keep up with the cost of living. We
have got to make sure Federal re-
sources are being spent wisely, not on,
literally, pet projects.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in working to realign our Fed-
eral spending to reflect the real issues
facing law enforcement.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF LARRY CASSIDY

Ms. PEREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to celebrate the life of Larry Cassidy.

When I first met Larry, I remember
how amazed I was by his constant posi-
tivity. Larry was born in Portland but
moved to Vancouver, the good side of
the river, his home since 1966. He was a
husband, father, and grandfather. He
was Dpassionate about salmon and
steelhead in the Northwest and was a
community activist and conserva-
tionist before receiving a Governor-ap-
pointed position on the Washington
Game Commission.

Sadly, Larry passed away in January
of this year after battling prostate can-
cer for 25 years.

I thank Larry for being a friend and
a mentor. I stand with my community
in being grateful to Larry for all he did
in Washington’s Third Congressional
District.

——
RECOGNIZING ROGER CORDLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. TENNEY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Private Sec-
ond Class Roger Cordle. This U.S.
Army veteran passed away on January
15, 2023, but not without making a
strong impact on our community.

Mr. Cordle was awarded numerous
medals and ribbons during his military
career, including the Armed Forces Ex-
peditionary Medal for serving during
Operation Just Cause.

Mr. Cordle’s dedication to service
continued as the commander of VEFW
Post 2535 in Lockport, New York, and
as commander of New York State VEW
Post in District 7, which oversees Niag-
ara, Orleans, Wyoming, Livingston,
and Genesee Counties. During his time
as commander of VFW Post 2535, the
post was recognized as an all-state post
for several years, one of only 24 in the
State of New York.

As a leader in our community, Mr.
Cordle was active in many of Post
25635’s charity events, including pro-
viding holiday meals to veterans and
families in need and also assisting
homeless veterans.

Please join me in celebrating the life
of Private Second Class Roger Cordle,
who is survived by his beloved wife and
five children.

His was a life well lived, and his com-
mitment to this great Nation is an in-
spiration to us all.

CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL OF HOBART

COLLEGE

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the bicentennial of
Hobart College.
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2022 marked the 200th anniversary of
Hobart’s founding in Geneva, New
York, making it one of America’s 50
oldest colleges and universities.

When Hobart College, first named Ge-
neva College, was founded in 1822, the
United States was less than 50 years
old, Washington, D.C., had been the Na-
tion’s capital for only 21 years, and
Abraham Lincoln was just 13 years old.
The college was located on the land of
the Seneca Nation that for generations
was the Haudenosaunee Confederacy’s
westernmost territory.

Hobart College was named after New
York’s third Episcopal Bishop, John
Henry Hobart. Given Geneva’s vibrant
community, he saw the beautiful city
as the perfect place to establish a col-
lege with the mission of educating stu-
dents with a comprehensive liberal arts
curriculum.

In 1908, Hobart’s sister school, Wil-
liam Smith College for Women, was
founded, which eventually merged in
1943 with Hobart to become Hobart and
William Smith Colleges.

Both colleges have an impressive leg-
acy of producing men and women of
leadership and national impact, includ-
ing graduates 1like Dr. Elizabeth
Blackwell, who became the first Amer-
ican woman to receive a medical de-
gree in 1849, and Harry W. Coover, Jr.,
the inventor of Super Glue.

Countless other Hobart and William
Smith graduates have made profound
contributions to public service, busi-
ness, education, science, journalism,
and spiritual life that endured well be-
yond their lifetimes. Indeed, my broth-
er John, my cousin Jeff, and many of
my friends are graduates of Hobart and
William Smith Colleges.

Today, Hobart College educates stu-
dents from around the world who study
on a campus of incomparable beauty.
Guided by programs grounded in explo-
ration and intellectual curiosity, both
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
challenge students to engage in critical
and creative thinking. Under the fac-
ulty’s mentorship, Hobart and William
Smith students have won multiple
prestigious fellowships like the Rhodes,
Gates Cambridge, Fulbright, and Gold-
water scholarships.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Hobart
College on this historic milestone and
wish the Hobart and William Smith
Colleges community all the best as it
continues to produce the next genera-
tion of leaders and innovators across
the world.

————
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HONORING DIANA VESGA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. BARRAGAN) for 5 min-
utes. ;

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, in
honor of Women’s History Month, I
want to highlight a Latina trailblazer,
Diana Vesga. This remarkable woman
is the chief operating officer of the Los
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Angeles County Museum of Art, the
largest art museum in the western
United States.

Prior of joining the museum in 2014,
she worked as an investment banker
and as a senior executive at Univision.

A Colombian immigrant, she is one of
the few Latinas in art museum leader-
ship and only one of a few women to
hold a chief operating officer position
among the top art museums in the
country. Just 10 percent of museum ad-
ministrators nationwide are Hispanic
or Latino, and even fewer are Latinas.

Diana grew up in a family of artists
and art leaders and has used her unique
perspective to embrace and value all
cultures as the museum expands. As
the new Smithsonian Museum of the
American Latino is in development, we
could use her wisdom and the wisdom
of other Latinas and Latinos in the in-
dustry.

Mr. Speaker, Diana is an inspiration
to Latinas everywhere.

SUPPORT MEDICAID FUNDING

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to support funding for Medicaid,
a crucial program saving millions of
lives, including Latino lives.

Eager to balance our budget on the
backs of poor people, my Republican
colleagues have proposed extreme cuts
to Medicaid. Medicaid has served and
transformed millions of lives, espe-
cially in minority communities. Med-
icaid has been a vital lifeline for
Latino communities which face dis-
proportionate health crises, from dia-
betes to mental illness.

Since 2013, Medicaid expansion has
cut the rate of uninsured Latinos in
half, and Latino youth now make up
over a third of children on Medicaid.
This is a critical program and critical
coverage for Latino communities.

It means a little boy struggling with
chronic depression has access to men-
tal health care. It means a working
daughter can spend more time at home
caring for her mother with Alz-
heimer’s. It means less medical debt,
fewer hospitalizations, and greater ac-
cess to preventative care.

To cut costs, Republicans have sug-
gested we impose work requirements,
cut funding, or repeal the Affordable
Care Act all together. All of these ideas
would strip healthcare coverage from
poor Americans who depend on Med-
icaid.

Republicans claim they want to bal-
ance our budget. In reality, they want
to slash critical programs for under-
served groups. The single mother of
three who spends all day taking care of
her children should not lose access to
healthcare. The disabled senior who
can’t survive outside of an assisted liv-
ing facility should not lose access to
healthcare. The little girl with leu-
kemia whose immigrant parents can’t
afford a cancer screening should not
lose access to healthcare.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
protect Medicaid and invest in expand-
ing it. Millions of Americans are de-
pending on it.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Humble us, O Lord, as we pray for
this Nation. As proud as we are of the
greatness of its strength, the resilience
of its people, the equity of its govern-
ment, yet we are reminded too often
that our children still die at the hands
of the disgruntled. Evil will find a way,
even into the sanctum of schoolrooms.

In our humility, we pray You forgive
our sin and heal our land.

Guide us, O Lord, as we seek to serve
this Nation. As dedicated as each of us
may be, as noble as our cause, as de-
voted to upholding what is right, none-
theless, our country is as deeply di-
vided as it has ever been, and our steps
have departed far from the path You
would have us follow.

As You call us to yield to Your will,
we pray You forgive our sin and heal
our land.

Speak through our hearts, O Lord,
when we, as a nation, engage one an-
other. As passionate as we are to speak
out of deep concern for our future, as
compelling our words in the defense of
freedom, liberty, and justice, more
often than not, our intent is misinter-
preted for selfish gain, our compassion
mistaken for judgment, our
collegiality for weakness.

As we seek to reflect Your truth, one
with another, as compatriots of these
United States, we pray You forgive our
sin and heal our land.

May Your eyes and Your heart be at-
tentive to the prayer that is made in
this place as we offer it in Your holy
name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman

from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)

come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

BIDEN ENERGY CRISIS AFFECTS
FAMILIES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, every day, American families
experience the failed policies of Biden
and Democrats.

On the day Biden was sworn in, the
average price of gas was $2.39. Today, it
is $3.44, 44 percent higher. The Biden
war on energy resulted in a high cost of
over $56 last year.

During the same period, the first
week of his Presidency, Biden Kkilled
the Keystone pipeline, which would
supply 800,000 barrels of oil a day from
Canada, with the mining equipment in
Alberta using Michelin tires made in
South Carolina.

The idiotic war on fossil fuels sub-
verts science and common sense, and it
causes dependence on China for bat-
teries, panels, blades, by Biden.

This week, House Republicans have
all-of-the-above legislation to reduce
inflation, create jobs, and return Amer-
ica to energy independence with the in-
novative bill by Congressman JEFF
DUNCAN of South Carolina.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
who successfully protected America for
20 years in the global war on terrorism
as it continues, sadly, moving from the
Afghanistan safe haven to America.

Our sympathies to the families of
Nashville and Mississippi.

———

WEAPONS OF WAR DON'T BELONG
IN OUR STREETS

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, once again, and again, and
again, and again, because our children
are being murdered in their class-
rooms. This is outrageous, and it is un-
conscionable.

Why have we not made good on our
promise to our Nation, our promise
that our kids can laugh and learn and
play in their schools without the fear
of a shootout?

We should not need sandbags in our
schools to protect our children. They
should not be forced to live in a war
zone where bullets may murder a class-
mate at a moment’s notice.

What will it take? How much blood
must be spilled? How many kids must
be killed until we do the right thing?
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We are here to protect our commu-
nities, and Congress has lost its way.
We have lost our soul, and we must do
better than this.

Weapons of war don’t belong in our
streets or our classrooms. How many
children must die before we learn that?

———

CONGRATULATING SALEM HIGH
SCHOOL FORENSICS TEAM

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate the Salem High School
forensics team for winning its 17th con-
secutive State championship.

The team won 5 of the 10 categories,
while also finishing runner-up and
third place in another 2 events. These
champions include Kade Lakin and
Grayson Mitchell for serious duo,
Emma Snead for impromptu speaking,
Ryan Long for original oratory, Connor
Smythers for humorous interpretation,
and Courtney Bowen for serious prose.

Ben Hathaway and Kyra Netting fin-
ished second in the humorous duo cat-
egory, and Colton Easter placed third
in the prose category.

Since becoming coach in 2001, Coach
Mark Ingerson has instilled in the stu-
dents to work for and help each other
as a team, bolstering their success.

With public speaking skills, the fu-
ture is bright for all of these students,
no matter the path they choose.

Congratulations to the participants,
parents, coaches, and staff for making
this milestone possible.

——
DON'T ERASE OUR HISTORY

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, this is
the close of Virgin Islands History
Month. Throughout the Virgin Islands
this past month of March, young chil-
dren have learned about extraordinary
Virgin Islanders.

They have learned about Alexander
Hamilton, who comes from the island
of St. Croix, and learned about this
being the only place in the United
States on which Christopher Columbus
actually set foot.

They learn about the inventions and
work of Virgin Islanders in our history,
but they also learn about the oppres-
sion, about the brutality under Danish
rule.

They learn about Alexander Ham-
ilton, his fieriness coming from the
fact that he was deemed an illegit-
imate child and his parentage was con-
stantly questioned.

Last week, House Republicans passed
H.R. b, the Parents Bill of Rights Act.
Under that act, much of that history
would be forbidden. Much of that his-
tory would be erased.

That is the American story—of resil-
ience, of oppression, of the constant
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